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difference is very great. Though, sruti, the later tech-
nical name for revelation, as opposed to smriti, tradi-
tion, occurs in the Br&hmarcas (Ait. Br. VII, 9), it is
not yet employed there to crush all doubt or opposi-
tion. In the old Upanishads, in which the hymns
and sacrifices of the Veda are looked upon as useless,
and as superseded by the higher knowledge taught
by the forest-sages, they are not yet attacked as mere
impositions.

That opposition, however, sets in very decidedly
in the Sfttra period. In the Nirukta (I, 15) Y&ska
quotes the opinions of Kautsa, that the hymns of the
Veda have no meaning at all. Even if Kautsa be
not the name of a real person, but a nickname only,
the unquestioning reverence for the Veda must have
been on the wane before the days of Y&ska and
P&nini1. Nor is it at all likely that Buddha was the
first and only denier of the sacred authority of the
Veda, and of all the claims which the Brahmans had
founded on that authority. The history of heresy is
difficult to trace in India, as elsewhere. The writings
of Bn'haspati, one of the oldest heretics, constantly
quoted in later controversial treatises, have not yet
been recovered in India. Without committing myself
to any opinion as to his age, I shall state here some
of the opinions ascribed to Bn'haspati, to show that
even the mild Hindu can hit hard blows, and still
more in order to make it clear that the stronghold of
Brahmanism, namely the revealed character of the

ni was acquainted with infidels and nihilists, as may be seen
from IV, 4, 60. Loka"yata, another name applied to unbelievers, from
which. Lauk^yatika, is found in the G-awa ukthUdi, and IV, 2, 60.
Barhaspatya occurs in the commentary only, V, 1, 121.